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Our Year 12 students are 
performing “Shakespeare Upon 
Nui” this week. The high standard 
of work these students are 
producing is a credit to the drama 
department and it is no surprise 
that several of our Year 13 
students are headed for drama 
school next year.    
 
I had the pleasure of attending 
the annual sports awards 
recently. I continue to be amazed 
at the depth and breadth of sport 
we have at Taupo-nui-a-Tia 
College. Over 30 different 
sporting codes represented and 
19 national representatives are 
quite remarkable statistics. The 
guest speaker, gold medalist 
rower Eric Murray made a point of 
saying that he has attended many 
sports awards evenings but 
nothing compared to the 
atmosphere and spirit that was 
evident at the TNT ceremony.  
 
The New Zealand Herald recently 
published figures purporting to 
indicate how much money is 
raised by schools over and above 
government funding. I was 
intrigued to see that Taupo-nui-a-
Tia College was represented on 
their list with a figure of over 2.2 
million dollars. This was followed 
by a reporter phoning me stating 
we were the third highest school 
in the country in terms of locally 
raised funds and “what was our 
secret”.  Unfortunately the figure 
the Herald obtained was our 
income figure and didn’t factor in 
our expenditure.  
 
(continued over page) 
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Taupo-nui-a-Tia College 
PO Box 549 
Taupo 3351 
Tel:+64 07 3761100 
Fax:+64 07 3761101 
Email: 
mail@taupocollege.ac.nz 
Website: 
www.taupocollege.ac.nz 
 

      
Head Girl 2009 
Bethany Gould 

 

 
Head Boy 2009 
John Glanville 

 

 
Deputy Head Girl 
Joanne Boocock 

 

 
Deputy Head Boy  

Chris Swney 
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We are now into the final 
countdown before the NCEA 
external examinations begin on 
November 14th. I would hope that 
all of our senior students have 
established study routines to 
ensure they are going into their 
examinations fully prepared. 
Feedback from those that attended 
the Exam Excellence study skills 
seminar was very positive as was 
the feedback from our Year 13 
students at study camp last week. 
 
Taupo-nui-a-Tia College has been 
fortunate to have been accepted 
into phase 5 of the Te Kotahitanga 
project. This is a project based on 
both national and international 
research designed to raise the 
achievement of Maori students 
through quality teaching. Results 
from schools already in the project 
indicate that Te Kotahitanga in fact 
raises the achievement of all 
students. We look forward to 
building on the good work currently 
taking place in the classroom and 
to continue to be the best 
performing academic school in the 
district.   
 
I would like to congratulate our 
senior drama students who have 
worked extremely hard over the 
last few months. Year 13 students 
performed “Sins of the Mother” and 
“Niu Sila” in the college’s little 
theatre and the performers were 
directed by their peers. Last week 
Year 11 students performed a 
variety of pieces and did 
exceptionally well with many 
performing on stage for the first 
time. 
 
 

Cornerstone Values 
Cornerstone Values are at the 
heart of daily school life at the 
College - 

·  Honesty and Truthfulness 
·  Obedience 
·  Duty 
·  Respect 
·  Kindness 
·  Compassion 
·  Responsibility 
·  Consideration & Concern 

for Others 
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 TERM FOUR CALENDAR  

OCTOBER   
Mon 12 First day Term IV Week 1 

Fri 16 Sports Awards evening (green) 

Sat 17 New Zealand Secondary Schools Mountain Bike Relay  

    
Tues 20 Board of Trustees Meeting, 5.00 pm Week 2 

Wed 21  (red) 

Thurs 22    Senior Study Camp  
Fri 23   
    
Mon 26 Labour Day – Public Holiday Week 3 

Tues 27 Technology Evening 6 – 7.30pm, College Hall (green) 

Thurs 29 Assessment night Yr 12 Drama Senior Performance, 6 – 7.30pm  
Fri 30 BOP Junior Tennis Championships, Rotorua     
    
NOVEMBER   
Wed 4 Principal’s concert 4.30 – 5.30pm, College Hall Week 4 

   (red) 

    
Tues 10 SENIOR PRIZEGIVING     7pm, College Hall  

Junior Exams start 
Week 5 
(green) 

Fri 13 Language exams  

Sat 14 NCEA starts  
    
Tues 17 Board of Trustees Meeting, 5.00 pm Week 6 

Wed 18 Paid Union Meeting for staff in the afternoon, school closes 12.30pm (red) 

    
   Week 7 

Sat 28 Lake Taupo Cycle Challenge (green) 

    
    
Mon 30      
DECEMBER   
Wed 2 NCEA finishes      Junior expeditions Week 8 

Thurs 3 Year 13 Graduation Ceremony (tbc)   and activities week (red) 

Fri 4   
    

Tues 8 Board of Trustees Meeting, 5.00 pm  Week 9 

Fri 11 Junior Prizegiving  – Junior reports issued.  Last day Term IV (green) 

    
    
Tues 2  February 2010 – First day 2010 school year  

 
 

 
Principal’s message continued from front page: 
 
I would like to assure parents that while we are a financially secure school thanks to our fund raising and to the board’s 
sound financial management, we still rely on and are grateful for your donations.  
 
In less than two weeks we say farewell to our Year 13 students. Most of these students I remember from their first year at 
College and it has been an immense privilege watching them develop into young people well equipped to take on the 
challenges that lie ahead. I believe our students are the match of any student in the country and parents and school alike 
can be proud of them.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone the best for the upcoming holiday season.  On behalf of the college 
staff, we wish you a positive and prosperous New Year. 
 
Peter Moyle, Principal 
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Taupo-nui-a-Tia College has been identified to 
participate in a new programme, Te Kotahitanga, 
working with teachers to enhance teaching and 
learning.  In conjunction with this, Victoria University is 
running a programme to find out how the National 
Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA) affects 
students. 
 
Year 10 students at the college have been invited to 
participate in a survey about their future study plans 
and NCEA, their understanding of their progress, and 
the impact of extracurricular activities on achievement.  
Students will complete the survey in the Year 10 Life 
Skills class.  Only Year 10 students that are under the 
age of 14 years will need parental consent to 
participate, and these students will be identified and a 
consent form sent home. 
 

 
Congratulations to all the Taupo-nui-a-Tia college 
students who did so well at the Taupo District Youth 
Awards: 
 
Outstanding All Round Young Achiever – 
Denholm Orr – Highly Commended 
 
Mayoral Academic Award Year 9 – 11 
Denholm Orr – 1st Equal  
Mayoral Academic Award Year 12 & 13 
Gaetano Dedual – Runner-up  
Taupo District Council Art Award Year 9 – 11 
Kim Boocock – Outstanding  
Holly Finch - Highly Commended 
Taupo District Council Art Award Year 12 & 13 
Chris Swney – Outstanding 
Joanne Boocock – Runner up 
James Allen – Highly Commended 
Le Pine & Co Leadership Award Year 12 & 13 
Bethany Gould – Outstanding (1st Equal) 
Smith Sports Shoes/More FM/Youthtown Sports 
Awards Year 9 – 11 
Mitch Nairn – Outstanding 
Keith Inglis and Josh Kenyon – Runners up 
Ashleigh Sando – Highly commended (equal) 
Smith Sports Shoes/More FM/Youthtown Sports 
Award Year 12 & 13 
Sarah Fraser – Outstanding (1st equal) 
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“1 st XV in Music” 

Featuring talent quest  
                      and art scholarship winners 

 
Wednesday 4 th November, 4.30pm  in the college hall 

 
Free admission – everyone welcome. 

Celebrating the talent and efforts of the students from 
the Music department, featuring the most dedicated 

students and their 15 items which represent our  
“1st XV in Music” 

 
A message from the President, Mr Rob Williams: 
Hi Folks 
Another meeting of the PTA has been held and our 
plans are starting to materialize in terms of how the 
PTA is starting to function and interact with the college 
and parents of students at Taupo-nui-a-Tia college. 
We held our October meeting a couple of weeks early 
and we intend to do the same in November also, as we 
are eager to try and pull together our first fundraising 
effort by participating in the upcoming “Cyclemania” 
event.  In particular we are eyeing up possible 
opportunities to have volunteers to help out on the 
mountain bike leg of the Cycle Challenge. 
To be able to successfully assist with this portion of the 
event, we are going to need around 15 volunteers, so it 
would be really helpful if you could email Petrina at 
mail@taupocollege.ac.nz if you think you have 16th 
November free to help us out.  We are still waiting to 
find out the details of the work that might need to be 
done as course marshals on the mountain bike track, 
but if we are able to find out more in time it will certainly 
help if we know we have enough helpers on hand. 
We will let you know more if we are able to get involved 
in this, but in the interim I hope that the warmer weather 
is starting to thaw that winter chill and I look forward to 
providing you with some more interesting updates in 
the next newsletter. 
Rob Williams, PTA President. 
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Students who can….. 
accept self-responsibility, seeing themselves as the 
primary cause of their outcomes and experiences; 
discover self-motivation,  finding purpose in their lives 
by discovering personally meaningful goals and 
dreams; 
master self-management,  consistently planning and 
taking purposeful actions in pursuit of their goals and 
dreams; 
employ interdependence,  building mutually supportive 
relationships that help them achieve their goals and 
dreams (while helping others to do the same); 
gain self-awareness, consciously employing 
behaviours, beliefs, and attitudes that keep them on 
course; 
adopt life-long learning , finding valuable lessons and 
wisdom in nearly ever experience they have; 
develop emotional intelligence,  effectively managing 
their emotions in support of their goals and dreams, 
and believe in themselves,  seeing themselves as 
capable, lovable, and unconditionally worthy as human 
beings. 
Ref: Dr S Downing “On-course success workshop programme” 
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NCEA Survey  Parent Teacher Association 

Helpful Tips – from TNT Careers  

Taupo District Youth Awards  
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�  Principal’s Awards 
 Congratulations to these students on the 

achievement of 10 merit vouchers  
 Rachael Carr 
 Melissa Collins 
 Blake Weston 
 Braden Livingston 
 

�  NZ Economics Competition 09 
 
Congratulations  to the following students who 
gained Credit awards for being in the top 50% 
of students in New Zealand: 
 
Jamie Carson 
Miles Herbert 
Thomas McCartney 
Christopher Murphy 
Lee Woolacott 
 
Bryce Hartell gained High Distinction for being 
in the top 5% of students in New Zealand! 
Bryce will receive his award at a special 
ceremony at the University of Auckland on 28th 
October. 
 
Well done to everyone for doing so well in this 
prestigious competition. 

 Wayne Frewen, TIC Commerce 
 

�  Australian Maths Competition 
 
Taupo-nui-a-Tia College gained 
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in this competition. 
 
Congratulations to the following students: 
 
Year 9 
Paul Biesenbach – Credit 
Jayden King – Credit 
Brooke Martin – Credit 
Jade Wilkinson - Credit 
Thomas Eatson – Distinction (Top 9% in 
NZ) 
Blake Weston – Distinction (Top 10% in NZ) 
 
Year 10 
Troy Anderson – Credit 
John Dally – Credit 
Emma Edhouse – Credit 
Joshua Monro – Credit 
Daniel Rohrlach – Credit 
 
Year 11 
Denholm Orr - Credit 
Harkaran Aujla – Distinction (Top 9% in NZ) 

 
 

 

�  Zenith Programme 
International Training in Communications  
 
Congratulations  to the following students who 
gained accreditation in the Zenith Programme for 
2009: 
 
Jess Stewart Year one accreditation 

Rebecca Bradley Year one accreditation 

Courtney Haywood Year one accreditation 

Ruchi Sharma Year one accreditation 

Phoebe Currie Year two accreditation 

Thomas McDougal Year one and two accreditation 
 
 

�  Enterprise Studies – Young Enterprise 
Scheme Awards, Rotorua 

 
Congratulations to the following award winners at the 
Rotorua Regional Young Enterprise Scheme Awards 
ceremony held on Friday 16th October in Rotorua. 
 
OUTSET – Mason Whitehouse, Thomas McCartney, 
Jacob Roberts, and Sean Burtton won the award for 
Commitment  
 
ARCHPRO – Michael Gibb, James Allen, Amber 
Swain, Jessica Ireland, and Christopher Murphy won 
the award for Strategic Vision  
 
FONT – Jamie Carson, Lee Woolacott, Daniel 
Webster, and Bryce Hartell won the award for 
Teamwork  
 
Jamie Carson won the individual award for 
Leadership. 
 
The Taupo teams impressed the judges and won half 
of the awards on offer – despite being outnumbered 
by the Rotorua Schools!  The judges commented on 
the level of innovation shown by the Taupo teams in 
the development of their business and products. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FONT – showing their award for Teamwork and Jamie Carson’s 
award for Leadership (Jamie Carson pictured 2nd from left) 

STUDENT SUCCESSES 
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Recently the name of the Young New Zealanders’ 
Challenge of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award was 
changed to a shorter version – The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Hillary Award.  This was in honour of Sir 
Edmond Hillary who was very involved in this scheme.   
 
Taupo-nui-a-Tia College had a very busy year with 26 
new students starting at the Bronze level.  It is also 
the year that we have 14 students working towards 
Gold and 8 of them who have already completed their 
expedition sections. 
 
There were two gold expeditions this year.  One was 
the combination of the Waikaremoana/Waikareiti walk 
with four students, Hayley Forrest, Sarah Forrest, 
Joanne Boocock and Alex McDougal doing it as a 
qualifier and Daniel Webster and Bethany Gould 
doing it as a practice expedition.  Thank you to Tony 
Tinworth and Megan Marshall who acted as 
assessors and supervisors on this difficult journey. 
 
The second gold qualifier expedition to Northland was 
undertaken during the October holidays by Bethany 
Gould, Jessica Stewart, Siobhan Belling, Daniel 
Webster, Lauren Stewart, Phoebe Currie and 
Courtney Haywood.  Joshua Schroder did it as gold 
practice.  They were accompanied by Mrs Lynette 
Brown and Aletta Lamprecht.  Ian Motion was the 
assessor for this 73km trip. 
 
There were several other expeditions organised, 
including Waihaha, Kawekas and Kaimanawas for 
students on Bronze and Silver levels. Thank you to Mr 
Baxter, Mr Thiele, Miss Simpson and Mr Dearlove 
(from Tirau school) who also helped with the 
organisation of some of these expeditions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lunchtime on 90 mile beach, during the Northland 
expedition. 
 
We hope all participants in this scheme are enjoying 
their activities!  They need to be organised and make 
sure they have their books signed off before the 
examinations for Seniors, and straight after the 
expeditions, for Juniors. 
 
Aletta Lamprecht 
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Wednesday afternoon, 18 November 2009 
 
On Wednesday 18 November staff from our college will 
be attending a PPTA Paid Union Meeting in the 
afternoon.  These meetings are specified in the 
Collective Employment Contract. 
 
Classes will finish for the day at 12.30pm, when 
students are free to go home. 
 
Parents may wish to make alternative arrangements to 
pick their children up from the college, however, school 
buses will run as normal and supervision will be 
provided.  Students intending to go down town from 
school must be in full mufti. 
Peter Moyle, Principal D
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The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Hillary Award Senior Prizegiving 

Tuesday, 10 November 
7.00 pm 

Junior Prizegiving 
Friday, 11 December 

11.00 am 

PPTA Paid Union Meeting 
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Congratulations to the following students who have either had perfect attendance or all their absences 
have been explained and justified,  according to Ministry of Education requirements, for Term 3 2009. 
This is an amazing achievement especially in the cold winter term. Your efforts are appreciated and 
make a huge difference. These students will also receive an achievement voucher for their efforts. 
 

  Year 9 Year 11 
 

 Allen, Alexander  * Redfearn, Paula  * Allen, Timothy 
* Allen, Elizabeth   Rutene, Johnson  * Aujla, Harkaran 
* Barnes, Nick  �  Samson, Michelle  * Barlow, Harrison 
* Biesenbach, Paul  * Shanks, Lauren   Boocock, Kim 
* Brake, Liam  �  Silerio, Alyssa  * Brown, Cameron 
* Buchanan, James  * Simpson, Laura   Bucher, Jonas 
 Clapperton, Stacy  �  Smith, Phoebe  * Burtton, Christopher 
 Despojo, Jiby Jr  �  Thomassen, Rebekah   Cairns, Georgia 
 Dorresteyn, Katie  �  Thompson, Amanda  * Cloete, Ameldi 
�  Douglas, Matt  * Thorburn, Daniel  �  Draper, Luke 
* Drake, Reid  �  Togia, Timothy  * Draper, Joel 
�  Draper, Harvey  �  Wade, Ashley  * Duncan, Tyler 
�  Dudley, Jordan  �  Waipouri, Ashley  �  Forsyth, Zoe 
�  Dyer, Janine  * Weston, Blake   Guinto, Daniel 
�  Eatson, Thomas  * Whale, Eilish  * Gulliver, Liam 
 Engel-Humphries, Moraig   Wharehinga, James  �  Hearfield, Jamie-Lee 
 Finch, Holly  �  Wilkinson, Jade  * Holyoake, Cole 
 Fitches, Tayla   Young, Nikolas  * Howard, Sam 
�  Forsyth, Stella     * Kaur, Harmin 

 Funnell, Samantha  Year 10  * Martin, Hayley 
�  Gaualofa, Eddie     �  Moyle, Lucy 
 Goldsmith, Jarrod  �  Allen, Brierly  * Mroczek, Ella 
* Goucher, Kyle  * Anderson, Troy   Nel, Janine 
 Gray, Yannis  * Caldwell, Dylan   Orr, Denholm 
* Guthrie, Kate  �  Calkin, Lori  * Palmer, Amanda 
* Harty, Caitlyn  * Crompton, Grace  �  Paull, Matthew 
�  Inglis, Ayden  �  Dick, Ella   Pepito, Margarette 
�  Jaques, Ben  �  Dick, Brittany  * Pickett, Jared 
�  Johnston, Sophie  �  Edhouse, Emma   Prior, Blake 
�  Jones, Benjamin  �  Ellis, Dylan  �  Shaw, Cameron 
* Keegan, Hayden  �  Ellis, Claire   Tawhai, Pagan 
* Koster-Birdsall, Anna   Falp, Leisha  * Toyota, Eisei 
* Livingston, Braden   Habib, Tamatehura  �  Triscott, Jesikah 
* Marshall, Samuel  * Harrison, Tilly  �  Wade, Amanda 
* Martin, Brooke  * Higgins, Regan  * Wakeling, Emily 
�  Matthews, Mitchell  �  Holyoake, Oscar  �  Ward, Rory 
�  McConachie, Georgia-May  * Hunt, Ryan  �  Watson, Ben 
�  McFarlane, Leticia  * Inglis, Keith    

�  McHale, Poppy  �  Johnston, Jayden  Year 12 
�  Nairn, Paige  * Maisey, Anna    
* Nightingale, Megan   Malpas-Green, Danielle  * Dryden, Tony 
 Nixon, Hamish   McHale, Ashlin  * Dryden, Emma 
* Owen, Jonti   Nielsen, Kelly  �  Ensor, Skylar 
 Pakome, Rochelle  * Ramlose, Brian  �  Evans, Catherine 
 Pepito, Marjorie  �  Saggers, Edward  �  Glanville, Deni 
* Poinga, Marehea  * Sangster, Gemma  * Hagen, Jack 
* Poole, Gavin  * Shearer-Sonier, Shelby  �  Heenan, Sam 
* Price, Bradley  �  Stephens, Cameron  * Jordan, Adam 
�  Rainford, Amber   Thompson, Toni   Lelievre, Gail 
�  Read, Jayden  �  Thompson, Vanessa  �  McDougal, Alex 
   �  Waho-Healey, Jesse  * McLachlan, Connor 
   * Zorgman, Mareli     

ATTENDANCE 
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Year 12 continued  Year 13 
 
* Owen, Libby  * Blackburne, David 
* Simpson, Amy   Dedual, Gaetano 
* Smith, Bradley  * Glanville, John 
* Speedy, Logan  * Inglis, Darren 
�  Stewart, Jessica    
�  Stewart, Lauren    
�  Strange, Connor    
�  Vincent, Stefanie    
     

 
�  These students are of special note as they have perfect attendance or all their absences have been 
explained and justified for 2 out of 3 terms, 2009.  WOW!! 
 
* These students have managed perfect attendance or all their absences have been explained and justified for 
all 3 terms, 2009.  Sensational!! 
 

 
 
 
 

Year 11, 12 and 13 students have recently received their school reports.  The teachers have provided feedback 
to indicate if the students are on the right track or advice on how to improve their work.  In the remaining few 
weeks it is important to use this information to continue to earn credits towards NCEA.  Students can use the 
summary sheet provided in the reports as a guide to where extra credits may be needed. 
 
A consistent, well organized study programme will ensure the right results for external assessments.  
Supervised study and tutorials are available at the college.  All students are welcome and we encourage them 
to attend.  Extra revision may be enough to lift results from achieved to merit and merit to excellence. 
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ATTENDANCE  Continued … 

ACADEMIC MATTERS 
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·  Students receive their examination admission slips and candidate information sheets on Friday 6th 

November 
·  Students should check their exam entries and timetable online via the Learner Login on www.nzqa.govt.nz 
·  Students will need their NSN (number) and to remember their password 
·  Examinations start on Saturday 14 November. 
 

Please contact the college if you need further information. 
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·  Year 9 Thursday 12 November – Friday 13 November 
·  Year 10 Thursday 12 November – Monday 16 November 

 
Year 9 and 10 students sit two hour examinations for English, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies.  Year 10 
students will also have option examinations if they take a language – French, Maori or Japanese, on Monday 16 
November. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Students taking part in the activities organized for Year 9 Activities Week, participate in all the activities on a 
rotational basis. 
 
The cost has been kept to a minimum and funding has been received to subsidise the cost for the students.  This 
notice is to give you early notification of the cost involved, to enable you to start saving, or to set up an automatic 
payment with the school to make payments regularly and have it paid for before it is required.  Please remember, if 
you experience real hardship, contact Mrs Louise Andrews (Executive Officer) to discuss assistance. 
 
Activities this year include: 
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The maximum cost for all of these activities including transport, will be $95.00.  This is very good value for the 
activities offered. 
 
Students taking part come in tidy mufti appropriate to the activity.  Any student unable to attend the Activities Week 
will be expected at school in uniform, as per a normal school day. 
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NCEA EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS 

JUNIOR EXAMINATIONS 

YEAR 9 ACTIVITIES WEEK – Tuesday 1st 
December to Friday 4th December 
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This year expeditions have followed on from last years “exciting and challenging” choices.  Activities will range 
far and wide from the Marlborough Sounds in the South to Whangamata in the North, including real exotic 
destinations like Waikaremoana, Mount Ruapehu (Round the Mountain) and The Blue Mountain Adventure 
Camp.  We are also offering the Poukura marae stay for those who are more “culturally” focused or even the 
great “Horse Camp” in the Tihoi/Western Bays region, so there’s something for everyone. 
 
Again, teachers in charge of their respective activities have been very proactive and most activities are close to 
their limits, so students who have not made up their minds yet should get on to it. 
 
This year’s expeditions are: 
 

© Whangamata: Tramping camping kayaking and surfing (Mr Boyden in charge) 
© Queen Charlotte Sound: Tramping/Mountain Biking (Mr Lindsay in charge) 
© Blue Mountain Adventure Centre : Outdoor Pursuits (Ms Gloy in charge) 
© Lake Waikaremoana: Tramp/Kayak (Mr Thiele in charge) 
© Round the Mountain (Ruapehu):  Tramp/Camp (Mr Baxter in charge) 
© White Water Rafting:  Mohaka River (Mr Rainey in charge) 
© Te Waka Toi: Marae stay/waka Ama, weaving, Mau Rakau (Ms Richards in charge) 
© Horse Camp:  Western Bays/Tihoi (Mrs Andrews in charge) 

 
Students wishing to participate in the activities should move quickly to avoid disappointment.  History tells us that 
these fill up very quickly.  Students who do not participate in any of the expeditions are expected to attend school 
as normal. 
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YEAR 10 EXPEDITIONS 2009 – Monday 30th 
November to Friday 4th December 
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“Night of Rock”  
 
By Alister Forsyth 
 
Thanks to all staff, 
students and parents 
who helped and 
performed in the 
school’s first “Night of 
Rock” event on 
Tuesday 13 October.  
The event went off with 
a blast!  It was an 
event in which youth 
bands Kaleidosonic, 
Bound to Forget , and 
Our Salvation  all 
showed off their skills 
and entertained the 
crowd.  Most of the 
members of these 
bands attend Taupo-
nui-a-Tia College.  
Special thanks to the 
sound crew, who also 
performed well in a job 
that is “harder than it 
seems” to most people.  
Keep a close eye on 
this event next year, as 
it will be even bigger 
and better! 
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At the end of term three a number of students in SPEC 
were awarded certificates for completing their portfolios 
at varying levels.  SPEC is a four level award with a 
national certificate in NCEA level two being awarded 
when all the levels have been verified. 
 

�  Aaron Church, Tyler Duncan, Kayla 
McGrath, Alisa Neale, Te Whata Nepia-
Wikohika, Kingston Tivini-Nicoll and Sarita 
Wi were awarded their Shooting Stars 
certificates after verification of their portfolios, 
and are now working hard towards completing 
the One Star award. 

 
�  Tyson Taikato  was awarded his One Star level 

certificate. 
 
All students produced portfolios of a very good 
standard, with Tyson and Alisa’s folders being used as 
exemplars for other SPEC teachers around the country!  
Well done all of you! 
 
Amanda Fox 
Teacher in Charge of SPEC 
 

 
As part of the redevelopment of the science units of 
work for year 9, we have introduced field trips to 
the Volcanic Centre and Wairakei Thermal Park.   

 
The 
purpose 
of the 
field trip 
is to allow 
students 
to collect 
first hand 
data on 
the 

geothermal features of the area and the unique 
plant life that is found near geothermal areas.  The 
data is then used in the classroom for an 
assessment task. 
 
The first trip was last week and very successful.  
Students appreciated the opportunity to get out of 
the classroom and to see first hand some of the 
geothermal features they had discussed in the 
classroom.  Our thanks to Wairakei Thermal Valley 
for hosting our students and to the Volcanic Centre 
for their involvement.                              
Lynette Brown 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Cameron Brown (Year 11) 
 
I was fortunate to go on a voyage on the Spirit of New 
Zealand recently.  After traveling up to Auckland I met 
up with 39 other students from all around New Zealand 
as we embarked on our journey. 
 
The first three days were tough – I had to get used to 
sleeping with another body only inches above my face 
in the bunk above, no space to myself, the continuous 
rocking of the boat and the inevitable sea sickness.  
However, after a short time you just get involved with 
everything.  Soon everyone on the voyage becomes 
your family for the time you are there.  We headed 
North out of Auckland and sailed around numerous 
islands, walked on many of them, saw lots of dolphins, 
swam in the cold sea every morning at 6.30am, and 
took part in all activities on board the boat, including 
running the boat for a day.  During the voyage you have 
the opportunity to learn so much about yourself and 
what you can achieve.  I would recommend this voyage 
to everyone – it was fantastic. 
 

 
Every first Monday of the month a meeting to organize 
the Japanese trip will be happening. 
The next meeting is Monday 2nd November 2009, in 
Room H9 at 5.30pm. 
 
Can all who are going on the trip please attend this 
meeting. 
Thanks, Raewyn Ireland, TIC Japanese 
 

 
Congratulations!!  To Joanne Boocock for winning the 
Vietnam raffle for an iPOD Touch. 

·  Huge thanks to Jan Smith for donating the 
iPOD 

·  All funds raised go towards the Vietnam Trip 
2010 

 
 

Spirit of New Zealand – 
Voyage 559 

SPEC Awards  
(South Pacific Education 
Course) 

Year 9 Science trips to Wairakei 
Thermal Park 

JAPANESE TRIP 2010 

VIETNAM TRIP 2010 
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All students must wear plain black leather lace-up ‘school style’ shoes, (worn with school socks/tights).  
This excludes sneaker/skater/sports/ballet/leisure/casual style shoes.  Sole height is not to exceed 2.5 cm, 
heel height is not to exceed 2.5cm above sole height. 
Or black leather roman, rugged shark or lynx sandals with heel strap in place, worn without socks/tights. 
 
'(��&)*��+����
All school uniform is to be purchased from the college.  Items purchased from other retail outlets are not 
regulation uniform, and students are not permitted to wear them. 
 
2009 New and secondhand uniforms are available for sale from the college office 8.30am – 

4.00pm until Friday 11th December. 
 
 AVOID THE QUEUES!!  – You can pre-order your uniform  requirements at the Bay Trust 

Health Centre (at the college), during these times: 
 16th & 17th December  (12.00pm – 5.00pm) 

 18th December (12.00pm – 3.00pm) 

 
 Your order will be bagged and ready for payment and collection on Wednesday 27th 

January 2010 from the college office. 
 
2010 New and secondhand uniform will be available from the college hall on the following days: 
 
 Wednesday 27th January: Pre-ordered uniform pick up day only  10.00am – 4.00pm 

 Thursday 28th January: 12 noon - 6.00pm 

 Friday 29th January: 10.00am – 2.00pm 

 
,&�'(-��)��
Volunteers are required for the 28th & 29th January 2010 to help with our uniform sale.  Please contact 
Kathy at the college office if you are free to help on either of these days.  Ph: 376 1100.  Thank you. 
 
&������%&')��
From the first day of Term One, 2010 (Tuesday 2nd February), the college office will be open normal hours, 
8.30am – 4.00pm for uniform and stationery sales. 
 
���&(	�%+(	�'(��&)*��
Students – bring your clean second hand uniform to the student office to be sold on your behalf (less $3.00 
administration fee per item), as soon as possible this year. 
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By this time of year, all compulsory school charges should have been paid.  Any outstanding charges are 
now due and need to be paid in full.  All charges are clearly shown on the invoices sent with newsletters 
twice a term.  Charges relate to take home items, and/or sport/activity costs incurred by your child and 
payment is not optional. 
 
Please note:  school policy states that a student will be unable to take part in optional activities (sports, 
camps, expeditions, activity week etc) if they have any unpaid compulsory charges on their accounts. 
 
Automatic payments can be set up to make part payments for charges.  Please enter your student’s name 
in the reference section for clear identification of the payment.  The college’s bank account details are 
printed on the invoices.  It is required that the amount of the weekly/monthly payments are sufficient to 
ensure that the charges are paid in full by the end of each school year that they relate to. 
 
Our thanks to the parents who consistently ensure that their student’s charges are fully paid or who have 
established regular part payments.  Your efforts are very much appreciated. 
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�  CRICKET 
Congratulations to Anthony How who has been accepted into the U19 BOP Cricket team. 

�  EQUESTRIAN 
The equestrian team had a great day at the North Island games – they came third in the North Island!  Not 
many schools entered but it was a great result as the team that won had three members that had been to the 
world championships. 
 

�  NETBALL 
 Thank you to all those parents and caregivers who have supported netball throughout the season.  

Congratulations to the following girls who were selected from their respective teams and were given 
certificates as follows: 

 
 Prems: Most Valuable Player:   Sophie Mildon 
   Contribution to Netball: Libby Owen 
 Academy: Most Valuable Player: Ameldi Cloete 
   Most Improved Player: Jayde Asher 
 Senior A: Most Valuable Player: Olivia Turner 
   Most Improved Player Olivia Wakeling 
 10A1:  Most Valuable Player Cala-Jane Chapman 
   Most Improved Player Riana Pearson 
 10A2:  Most Valuable Player Sunny Henry 
   Most Improved Player Jazmyne Tangiitu 
 10B1:  Most Valuable Player Danielle Malpas-Green 
   Most Improved Player Emma Robinson 
 9 Green: Most Valuable Player Phoenix Hepi 
   Most Improved Player Chantal Taylor 
 9 Red:  Most Valuable Player Emily Tullett 
   Most Improved Player Rebekah Thomassen 
 9 Black:  Most Valuable Player Vanessa Rakei 
   Most Improved Player Cheyenne Church 
 9 White: Most Valuable Player Janine Dyer 
   Most Improved Player Brooke Martin 
 
 

 

****STOP PRESS**** 
We have a world champion in our midst! 

 
Congratulations to Shea Reardon who has won the 15-19yrs age group category at the 
Xterra World Championships in Maui, Hawaii.  Shea was one of over 500 contestants 
from 19 different countries competing in this year’s event.  All the participants had to 

first qualify for the world championships. 
 

Shea is a Year 13 student who was the recipient of this year’s Taupo-nui-a-Tia College  
Sportswoman of the Year Award.  She is also a member of the college’s High 

Performance Programme. 

SEAY EARTHMOVERS LTD 
SPORTS PAGES 
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�  RODEO 
Aaron Church (who was in Australia in the holidays competing in the trans-Tasman rodeo competition) is 
also the current reigning NZ National Junior Rodeo champion.  He is competing at the rodeo here in Taupo 
on December 29th, and hoping to defend his title. 

 

�  RUGBY - GIRLS 
Congratulations to Nahkita Wilson-Rogers and Jahlee Rangi who have both made the BOP Secondary 
Schools Rugby team. 
The  Girls team won the Championship Division of the BOP Secondary Schools Rugby Girls competition. 
 

�  SKIING 
Congratulations to the following students for their results during the ski season: 
 
Hayley Forrest (captain A team) 
16th senior girl overall North Island Secondary School ski championships 2009 (31.91 secs) 
1st senior girl and 2nd overall Taupo-Nui-a-Tia College ski races 
 
Sarah Forrest 
20th senior girl overall North Island Secondary School ski championships (32.5 secs) 
2nd senior girl and 3rd overall Taupo-Nui-a-Tia College ski races 
 
Jessica Williams (captain B team) 
18th senior girl overall North Island Secondary School ski championships (32.2 secs) 
3rd senior girl Taupo-Nui-a-Tia College ski races 
 
Ben Watson 
37th senior boys North Island Secondary School ski championships (30.95) 
1st senior boy Taupo-Nui-a-Tia College ski races 
 
James Norris 
16th junior boy overall North Island Secondary School ski championships (20.23 secs) 
7th junior men’s freestyle 
3rd team freestyle 
 
Ella McGill 
2nd freestyle North Island Secondary School championships 2009 
3rd team freestyle 
 
Nicole van der Kaay - 8th overall Taupo-Nui-a-Tia College ski races 
 
Cameron van der Kaay - 5th= Taupo-Nui-a-Tia College ski races 
 
Thomas Orr - 5th= Taupo-Nui-a-Tia College ski races 
 
Matt Cedarwall - 9th Taupo-Nui-a-Tia College ski races 
 
Lauren Shanks - 1st junior girl and 7th overall Taupo-Nui-a-Tia College ski races  
 

�  SNOWBOARDING 
Congratulations to Hannah Orchard – 1st in the North Island Secondary Schools Snowboard Competition 
09 – Girls Dual Slalom 
 
Congratulations to Cameron Newton – 2nd in the North Island Secondary Schools Snowboard Competition 
09 – Boys Dual Slalom 
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�  TRIATHLON 
Congratulations to the following students who competed in the 2009 Dextro Energy Triathlon ITU World 
Championship Grand Final on the Gold Coast, Australia: 
Cameron  Todd (6th), John Glanville (10th), Josh Kenyon (20th) in the 16 – 19 Male AG Sprint 
Shea Reardon (18th) in the 16 – 19 Female AG Sprint 
 
And John Glanville who finished 5th in the 2009 Gold Coast ITU Aquathlon World Championships in the 16-19 
Male age group. 
 

�  TOUCH 
Kristina Simeona attended the NZ Touch Academy camp during the last school holidays. 
 

 
 
 
Congratulations to all those winners at the recent sports awards, and to all that were nominated.  It was another 
fantastic evening showcasing the college’s top sports achievers.  For those of you that could not attend here are 
the recipients of the major awards: 
 

The David Morton Cup for Outstanding Athletic Perfo rmance 
Ashleigh Sando 

Decca Braggins Tropy for Sportsmanship (female) 
Sophie Mildon 

Eli Braggins Trophy for Sportsmanship (male) 
Ryan Yerex and Barry Simeona 

Board of Trustees Service to Sport 
Jamie Carson 

Robinson Trophy for Team of the Year 
U15 Boys Football 

Alpine Scenic Tours Trophy for Junior National Achi ever 
Keith Inglis 

Neil Watson Trophy for National Achiever 
Mitchell Nairn 

Junior Sportswoman of the Year Award 
Ella Dick 

Junior Sportsman of the Year Award 
Thomas Orr & Keith Inglis 

BD Upston Sportswoman of the Year Award 
Shea Reardon 

BD Upston Sportsman of the Year Award 
Cameron  Todd 

 

Parade of Honour: 
Cameron Todd, Shea Reardon, John Glanville, Josh Kenyon, Mitchell Nairn, Sarah Fraser, Shannon 

McSkimming, Hannah Orchard, Manawa Veitayaki, Zane Waenga, Ashleigh Sando, Keith Inglis, 
Thomas Stebbing, Dionne Martin, Aaron Church, Kristina Simeona, Regan Haika, John Koko,  

Mitchell Wood 
 

The guest speaker, Eric Murray, was inspirational and relayed the message that all athletes need to take events 
one step at a time.  He was very impressed with the quality of the nominees and enjoyed listening to all the results 
from each sport.  Also, the Public Relations Manager for Rowing NZ commented on the enjoyment of the evening 
- which was impressive, since he has attended all the major sporting awards evenings around NZ! 
 
We wish to apologise for any information that was omitted from the programme.  We take all possible steps to 
ensure that we have included the correct details, however we are reliant on information being passed on to us 
throughout the year.  Due to a technology gliche on the evening, we were unable to show some of the results 
which we had prepared for viewing.  We are always astounded by the quality of our students and wish to thank 
them and their parents for their support on what was a wonderful evening. 
Thank you and congratulations to all – Janet McKay – Sports Director 
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